
Views from The Hub and The Hill  

Pastorõs Pennings 
Dear Friends,  

 

Recently I joined a number of Pres-

byterian ministers who met and 

shared their concerns over the oil 

crisis in the Gulf of Mexico.  We are 

aware of the potentially devastat-

ing long -term effects.  Not only are 

livelihoods affected negatively, but 

the far -reaching damage to the bal-

ance of nature has not yet been felt.  

 

Worst case scenario ð the Gulf 

Coast becomes the Ghost Coast.  

Best case scenario ð God inter-

venes, corrects our human error 

and arrogance, and provides power-

ful insights and solutions to revers-

ing the mess that continues to flood 

the waters of the Gulf and wash 

ashore. 

 

The Rev. Anghaarad Teague, an 

Associate Pastor at Trinity Presby-

terian Church in Pensacola, wrote 

the following prayer.  It conveys so 

much I am sharing it with you in 

its entirety.  I encourage you to lift 

it to God, and add your voice to the 

ongoing prayers being lifted about 

this disaster.  

 

Sursum Corda,  

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Healing  

 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made 

them all; the earth is full of your creatures.  The great and wide sea 

is filled with living things too many to number creatures both small 

and great.  As we hear the waves crash against the shore we are re-

minded of the mighty works of your hand and we humbly ask that 

you step in with works of restoration.     

 

The fragile balance of the Gulf waters is tainted and yearns for 

healing.  We come to you today with heavy and humbled hearts ask-

ing for healing, comfort, strength and wisdom as we face this un-

folding tragedy.   

 

We confess that we demand more energy for our homes, autos, 

farms, and industries.  We demand more plastic things that begin 

from oil; things big and small; things expensive, things ordinary, 

things cheap.  Our demand for more has degraded and destroyed 

the earthõs bounty.  We have taken for granted the beauty and gran-

deur of this amazing creation.  Like Adam and Eve, in our desire to 

taste the good life, we overstep the boundaries you have placed on 

your creation. We are sorry.   

We seek mercy, we seek vision and we seek the courage we will need 

as we work to help the victims of the sins of human greed.  

 

We pray for workers injured, missing and presumed dead from the 

explosion on the rig and for their families and friends.  

 

We pray for the engineers, laborers and individuals working tire-

lessly to contain the spill and protect the fragile ecosystems and 

communities from its toxic impacts.   

 

We pray for all who grieve and mourn for this situation.  For our 

children who worry about the impact it will have on their futures.  

Give us the words of comfort and hope that they seek.  

 

We pray for all of those who live off the sea, the fishermen and   
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Get To Know Your Bible ~ Ecclesiastes  

Laurel Hill Session  
 

George (Woot) Campbell  

 652.4414 

 

Bertie Ann Curenton  

 652.4162 

 

Leon Curenton  

 682.8750 

 

Mabel Jean Morrison  

 652.4519 

 

McDonald Campbell, Clerk  

 652.4196 

Sometimes the events of 

life just donõt fit together into 

coherent, meaningful pat-

terns. How can we make send 

of a past filled with sexual 

abuse? Why did God allow us 

to grow up in a home with an 

alcoholic? How does being the 

victim of physical abuse play 

a part in Godõs plan? All of 

these questions are multiplied 

when we see how our painful 

experiences have led us to 

make bad decisions. We see 

that we have perpetuated the 

destruction by attempting to 

compensate for being sinned 

against in our developmental 

years.  

 

The Teacher in Ecclesias-

tes was searching for the key 

that would unlock the door to 

lifeõs meaning. The first part 

of Ecclesiastes gives us the 

Teacherõs conclusion: òUnder 

the sun,ó that is, on this side 

of eternity, some things just 

donõt make sense. After recog-

nizing this basic truth, he ad-

vised that we enjoy life the 

best we can considering the 

circumstances. We are called 

to recognize that life is Godõs 

good gift to us. The Teacherõs 

final conclusion, which ad-

monishes us to revere God 

and obey his commands, puts 

life into perspective. It cre-

ated the necessary boundaries 

to hold us back from egotisti-

cal self-indulgence, while still 

allowing us to enjoy the good 

things in life.  

 

Since life is Godõs good gift 

to be enjoyed, not a puzzle to 

be solved, Ecclesiastes helps 

us cope with our humanity. 

There will be some things in 

life that we will never under-

stand. Rather than attempt to 

understand the inscrutable 

events in our life, the Teacher 

counsels us to enjoy the parts 

of life that do make sense and 

to entrust the rest to Godõs 

care.  



Page 3 Views from The Hub and The Hill  

Crestview Session  
 

Bobby Barton - Personnel  

 682.9709 

 

Tim Crawford - Clerk  

651.8029 

 

Ed Kitchen - Finance  

682.0753 

 

Dianne Love - Fellowship  

 682.3510 

 

Tammy Matthews - Worship  

 537.7783 

 

Pat McCreary - Discipleship  

398.5953 

 

Tom Miller - Property  

 682.4886 

 

Ruth Santiago - Stewardship  

 682.3135 

 

Richard Thalacker - Finance  

   682.3552 
 

women, those who live off tour-

ism, vacationers, and those of us 

who do not know how to live 

without the sea.   

 

Be with those whose jobs are af-

fected in an already tough econ-

omy. May they receive your pro-

vision. We pray for the families 

of those whose despondency has 

caused them to take their own 

life.  

 

What a shame that your crea-

tures should suffer!  We pray for 

the smallest sea creature to the 

birds of the air.  For dolphins 

and pelicans, grouper and 

shrimp, algae and scallopsé

Lord, please protect and heal 

them. What a shame that your 

creation should be damaged!  

This is wrong, Lord. This will be 

wrong for a long time to come. 

Strengthen us to bravely face 

the days ahead.  

 

We turn to you the Creator 

whose restoring power is 

stronger than any human folly.   

Eternal God, who brought order 

out of chaos accept the prayers 

of your people.  Guide and 

strengthen us by your Spirit 

that we may give ourselves in 

love and service to one another 

and to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

A Prayer for Healing (continued)  

1 Celia Broadhead  

2 Audrie E. Powell  

2 Alma Henderson  

2 Cooper Johnson 

5 Steven & Beth Brant  

6 Bill Mundt   

6 Daniel & Jean Campbell  

9 Danielle Crawford  

9 Tim & Jan Crawford  

11 Lillian Ankelein  

13 Shirley Mundt  

13 Bobby & Erin Barton  

15 Richard Thalacker  

17 Rogene Hasty 

21 Kacy  Pace (Williams)  

23 Dixieanna D. Powell  

26 David & Hettie Myers  

27 McDonald Campbell  

28 Tom Miller  

29 Georgia Barlow  

30 Jeffrey Williams  

30 Larry & Carol Adkins  

31 Dean Williams  

July Birthdayõs and Anniversaries 

OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday - Thursday  

9 am to 2 pm  

850.682.2835 
 

Pastors Email Address:  

minister@fpc.gccoxmail.com  
 

Secretary's Email Address:  

fpc@fpc.gccoxmail.com 
 

Church Website:  

http://www.firstpresbyterian -

crestview.org/  
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 People For Whom We 

Prayed in June  
 

Barb Wood 

Susie Allen & family  

Ruth Kelley  

Sasser Family  

Vida Osburn  

& Family  

Melissa & Ryenne Toney  

Dianne Love  

Jack Yates  

Mickey Barberee  

Ferrin Campbell, Sr.  

Bobby Barton  

George Ankelein Jr.  

Ethel Williams  

Exa Jordan  

May Allan  

Mary Brown  

Carol Burns  

Faye May  

Sharon Schuler  

Irma Hall & Family  

Chelsea Clack  

Rosa Rush 

Howard Kelley  

The Hall Family  

Rogene Hasty 

Monica Welch  

Maggie Shelley  

Gulf Oil Crisis  

 

QUARTELY  

CONTRIBUTION  

STATEMENTS  

were sent out electronically 

and via USPS on  

 July 1st, 2010.  

If you did not receive your 

copy please contact the 

church office at 682 -2835. 

Photos of Robbieõs and Carolynõs 

wedding you asked to see...  


