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Revõs Ramblings é 
Dear Friends,  

 

As many of you know, I like to 

collect stories that have deep 

meaning.  I thank Ed Kitchen for 

sending this one my way.  

 

It had been some time since Jack 

had seen the old man next door. 

College, girls, career, and life itself 

got in the way. In fact, Jack moved 

clear across the country in pursuit 

of his dreams. There, in the rush 

of his busy life, Jack had little 

time to think about the past and 

often no time to spend with his 

wife and son. He was working on 

his future, and nothing could stop 

him.  

 

Over the phone, his mother told 

him, òMr. Belser died last night 

The funeral is Wednesday.ó 

Memories flashed through his 

mind like an old newsreel as he 

sat quietly remembering his 

childhood days.  òJack, did you 

hear me?ó 

 

òOh, sorry, Mom. Yes, I heard you. 

Itõs been so long since I thought of 

him. Iõm sorry, but I honestly 

thought he died years ago,ó Jack 

said. 

 

òWell, he didnõt forget you. Every 

time I saw him heõd ask how you 

were doing. Heõd reminisce about 

the many days you spent over ôhis 

side of the fenceõ as he put it,ó Mom 

told him.  

 

òI loved that old house he lived in,ó 

Jack said.  

 

 òYou know, Jack, after your father 

died, Mr. Belser stepped in to make 

sure you had a manõs influence in 

your life,ó she said 

 

òHeõs the one who taught me 

carpentry,ó he said. òI wouldnõt be 

in this business if it werenõt for 

him. He spent a lot of time teaching 

me things he thought were 

importanté Mom, Iõll be there for 

the funeral,ó Jack said. 

 

As busy as he was, he kept his 

word. Jack caught the next flight to 

his hometown.  Mr. Belserõs funeral 

was small and uneventful. He had 

no children of his own, and most of 

his relatives had passed away.  

 

The night before he had to return 

home, Jack and his Mom stopped 

by to see the old house next door 

one more time.  

 

Standing in the doorway, Jack 

paused for a moment. It was like 

crossing over into another 

dimension, a leap through space 

and time. The house was exactly 

as he remembered. Every step 

held memories. Every picture, 

every piece of furniture....Jack 

stopped suddenly.  

 

òWhatõs wrong, Jack?ó his Mom 

asked.  òThe box is gone,ó he said 

 

òWhat box?ó Mom asked. 

  

òThere was a small gold box that 

he kept locked on top of his desk. I 

must have asked him a thousand 

times what was inside. All heõd 

ever tell me was ôthe thing I value 

most,õó Jack said. 

 

It was gone. Everything about the 

house was exactly how Jack 

remembered it, except for the box. 

He figured someone from the 

Belser family had taken it.  

 

òNow Iõll never know what was so 

valuable to him,ó Jack said. òI 

better get some sleep. I have an 

early flight home, Mom.ó 

 

It had been about two weeks since 

Mr. Belser died  Returning home 

from work one day Jack discovered 

a note in his mailbox. òSignature 

required on a package. No one at 

home. Please stop by the main  

 

(Continued on back pageé) 



The Presbyterian Churches of Laurel Hill and Crestview, Florida  Page 2 

 

Laurel Hill Session  
 

George (Woot) Campbell  

 652.4414 

 

Bertie Ann Curenton  

 652.4162 

 

Leon Curenton  

 682.8750 

 

Mabel Jean Morrison  

 652.4519 

 

McDonald Campbell, Clerk  

 652.4196 

Crestview Session  
 

Bobby Barton  

 Personnel   682.9709 

 

Tim Crawford  

 Clerk/Service  651.8029 

 

Ed Kitchen  

 Finance   682.0753 

 

Dianne Love  

 Fellowship   682.3510 

 

Tammy Matthews  

 Worship   537.7783 

 

Pat McCreary  

 Discipleship  398.5953 

 

Tom Miller  

 Property   682.4886 

 

Ruth Santiago  

 Stewardship   682.3135 

 

Richard Thalacker  

 Finance   682.3552 

Sometimes it can be difficult to face the truth.  But the 

truth often brings healing.  God spoke through Isaiah to 

address the denial of the people of Judah.  Over the 

centuries they had become addicted to the false promises of idolatry.  

They had developed self -destructive patterns of behavior  that included 

oppressing the poor, accepting bribes, lying to get what they wanted.  

Although repeatedly confronted by Isaiah, they blamed God for their 

sufferings and wondered why he refused to bless them.  

The first part of Isaiah (1:1 -39:8) is dominated by a message of 

judgment.  God told them deliverance from the northern kingdom 

would come, but only if they repented.  The people took the matter into 

their own hands and suffered terribly.  

The second part of Isaiah (40:1 -66:24) is dominated by a message of 

hope.  In spite of Judahõs unworthiness, God promised that he would 

lead his people out of Babylonian captivity.  He also foretold the 

miracle of salvation through the Suffering Servant and his ultimate 

cosmic victory culminating in a new heaven and a new earth.  Through 

the words of Isaiah we discover that Godõs ultimate purpose for his 

people is always their blessing and recovery.  

Getting to Know Your Bibleé 

Isaiah  

Cystic Fibrosis Music Festival  

From noon to 7:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, September 25, there 

will be a festival to help support 

those who suffer cystic fibrosis.  

Performers include: Bev Mccann 

who is a female Christian country 

solo artist and a top 10 nominee 

for the Diamond Awards; Kilt 

Barber who is a male Christian 

country solo artist; A Love Not 

Lost from Atlanta, GA a 

Christian rock band that is 

making itself known in a big way; 

Triple Threat a musician, rancher 

and humanitarian.  

 

This event will be held at Old 

Spanish Trail, 971 West James 

Lee Boulevard.  The cost is only 

$5.00 per person.  Bring an 

appetite for fellowship.  Food, 

beverages and games will be 

available.  For more information, 

call 682-3556. 
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Plastic, Not Paper  
 

Jubilee Circle had a visitor at our first meet-

ing of the fall/spring season.  She showed us 

how to make mats for the homeless from 

plastic shopping bags.  If anyone would like 

the instructions, please contact Pat Tha-

lacker at 682 -3552.   OR, if you have more 

bags than you can use, please bring to the  

church for us to use.  

In the early 1800õs, when women had no role outside 

the home, the Presbyterian womenõs organization 

defied societal and church convention.  These 

courageous, dedicated women faced the biases of 

those who felt that a womanõs place was in the home.   

In spite of numerous restrictions, the womenõs 

organization gained respect, especially of the 

missionaries who asked the women to actively solicit 

donations and prayers.  

 

In the mid 1800s with civil strife in the nation, the 

church also split.  It would be many years before the 

northern and southern branches reunited.  Both 

groups of Presbyterian women have long advocated 

for women and children, and crusaded for the right to 

fair, paid work for African Americans, Native 

Americans, People of Appalachia and immigrants.   

In the late 1800s the mission work broadened to 

include Alaska and San Francisco, focusing on Asian 

women in particular.   

 

In 1872 the General Assembly of the United 

Presbyterian Church in North America asked women 

members to devise some way to systematically raise 

money to support women missionaries in the field.   

In 1875 Sarah Foster Hanna spoke to the General 

Assembly and received permission to establish the 

first national organization for women in the 

Presbyterian domination, the Womenõs General 

Missionary Society.  Southern women were more 

hesitant about organizing a church -wide missionary 

society; it took southern women of the Presbyterian 

Church in the United States more than 26 years to 

1  George & Lillian Ankelein  

2  Charley Williams  

3  Woot Campbell  

6  John Courtney  

10 David & Sherry Campbell  

11  Pam Baggett  

12  Nicholas Brown  

17  Tammy Matthews  

      Larry & Tammy Matthews  

18 Jason Baggett  

 Art & Estelle Felgenhauer  

19 Avis Powell  

 Rawlins Campbell  

20 Mary Brown  

21 Sherry Campbell  

 Christie King  

22 Dennis Hall  

23 Beach Campbell  

 Louis Becker  

24 Amanda Graham  

 Tim Crawford  

29 Jimmy & Georgia Barlow  

30 Syrita Krummrich  

A History of Presbyterian Women  
(Part 1)  

September Birthdays 

and Anniversaries  

 People For Whom We Prayed  

in August  
 

Brad Medlock  Jillian Williams  

David Adkinson  Loree Carnley  

Geroge Ankelein, Jr.  Ferrin Campbell, Sr.  

Jean Campbell  Lillian Ankelein  

Purl Adams, Jr.  Rogene Hasty 

Sharon Schuler  Beulah Brinson  

Ethel William  Carol Burns  

get permission to set up a national womenõs 

organization, Women of the Church.  Presbyterian 

womenõs financial support of missions was 

phenomenal and included the Thank Offering 

(first in 1888) and the Birthday Offering (first in 

1922), both of which continue today.  

 

 

(To be continued next monthé) 
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