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Rev’s Ramblings ...

Dear Friends,

Imagine you have been invited to
someone’s home for a get-together.
You were invited by your hosts.
They said you might know one or
two others who will be attending,
but not the majority. Their
invitation said you would be doing
the typical things at such a get-
together - whatever that means -
and that you would have a
wonderful time. You have never
been inside their house, only past
it. You just know it is large and
looks like it could accommodate a
rather large number of people.

Your imagination starts to work,
predicting what the time might be
like. Would there be a few people
or a lot? Would you know anyone,
or not? Would you feel welcomed
or not? Would other guests ignore
you or not? Do you accept the
invitation, or not?

Now, let’s say you decide to go to
the get-together. When you drive
up to the house, you see a number
of cars already parked. As a
matter of fact, you wonder where
you should park so as to not make
someone upset. A few people are
walking up to the house, they look
your way, but you don’t recognize

them. You wonder if you made the
right decision. Swallowing your
hesitation, you find a place to park,
get out of your car, and walk up to
the front door - which is closed at
this point.

Who's on the other side of the
door? Who will greet you? Will
anyone speak to you? Will you be
accepted? You put your hand on
the handle, and open the door.

Has this type of situation ever
happened to you? If it has, you
know how challenging and nerve-
wracking it can be.

This is how most people feel
when they are invited to attend
church for the first time. They are
entering a place they have not been
before. The events on the inside
are familiar to those who have been
members for some time, but not to
the new person. They have
probably heard the horror stories of
what happens when you sit in
someone’s “personal pew” or use
their “personal parking space.”

One aspect of the Christian life is
that of relationships. We have
been called to welcome the stranger
among us, to greet those who are
seeking, to make comfortable those

who are desiring a sense of
belonging.

On Sunday mornings, and at
other times during the week, be
sure to remember that you are an
ambassador for Jesus Christ.
Jesus welcomed the lost, the
lonely, the downtrodden, and the
weak just as much as he did those
who were in his immediate circle
of friends. It can be far too easy to
come to church and associate with
only those we know. But we are
called to be a community - in
relationship with all who come
through our doors.

Do you remember what it was
like the first time you came to this
church? Were you a bit nervous?
That’s how others are, too.

Before long, there will be a great
influx of new residents here in
northern Okaloosa County. Let us
prepare our houses, our two
congregations, to welcome those
who are seeking a new sense of
belonging, a new church family, a
place to call home.

Sursum Corda,
Mark
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Laurel Hill Session

George (Woot) Campbell
652.4414

Bertie Ann Curenton
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Leon Curenton
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Mabel Jean Morrison
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McDonald Campbell, Clerk
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Lord, when did we see you...?

Crestview Session

Bobby Barton

Personnel 682.9709

Tim Crawford
Clerk/Service 651.8029

Ed Kitchen

Finance 682.0753
Dianne Love

Fellowship 682.3510
Tammy Matthews

Worship 537.7783
Pat McCreary

Discipleship  398.5953
Tom Miller

Property 682.4886
Ruth Santiago

Stewardship 682.3135
Richard Thalacker

Finance 682.3552

of each month. The Crestview
church receives this offering the
last Sunday of each month

Jesus said, “Whenever you did it
to the least of these friends of mine,
you did it to me.”

The Crestview church continues
to receive its food offerings. During
July, people donated 52 canned
items for the hungry in our area.
The Friday soup kitchen
attendance has dropped off just a
little bit, but this ministry served
an average of 27 persons per week
during July. Why the drop? A

To give you an update of our
mission endeavors... The Laurel
Hill congregation has been supplied
with 2-cents-a-meal jars for
everyone to take home. Folks will
put their jars at the table where
they eat as a reminder to pray for
those who have much less than
ourselves, and to give 2 cents per
meal. That works out to 6 cents a number of people got jobs helping
day, 42 cents per week, $1.68 (give clean up the oil mess along the Gulf
or take) per month, and about Coast.
$20.16 per year per person. This is
very doable for everyone! This
offering is received the first Sunday

Thank you all for your continued
generosity!!

Getting to Know Your Bible...
Song of Songs

No other book in the Bible describes the human sexual
relationship in such detail and with such affirmation as
Song of Songs. This book is characterized by the use of
rich, figurative language that helps two lovers express the
inexpressible about each other. The words are full of passion and
emotion.

The song develops a history of the relationship between Solomon and
the young woman. The couple meets and their love matures through
courtship. Then the reader is taken to the wedding ceremony and the
wedding night. Later, the couple encounters conflict, and in the course
of its resolution, they passionately renew their commitment to each
other.

The way Solomon and his bride praise each other focuses almost
exclusively on their physical attributes. They have come to see each
other as thoroughly beautiful.

Marriage in general illustrates the love relationship between Christ
and the church (see Ephesians 5:25-33), and Solomon’s song has often
been used as an illustration of God’s love for his people. The primary
focus of the Song of Songs, however, is the celebration of sexual love in
the context of marriage.
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Financial Snapshot...

The Session of the Crestview
church wanted to share with the
congregation a quick summary of
the finances for the first 6 months
of 2010. As of June 30, these are
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August Birthdays
and Anniversaries

the figures: e 10
0 ¢ 03 12
Budget Actual = =
Offerings  $74,600 $61,926 13
Expenses  $75,001  $90,844 1‘;
As you can see, we have over spent 3(1)
by $15,843. Some of this is due to 23
large, one-time payments early in NS
the year. We have received \‘ -
$12,674 less than anticipated to o4
this point. ) ‘ 26
29
Please remember your church and 30

its ministries continuously.

Ramp is Constructed

After 2 years of planning, hoping, praying,
and dreaming, the handicap access ramp has
been built at the Laurel Hill Church. It is
wonderful and has already been used by
those needing an easier access to the church
building. Thank you to all those who played
a part in making this ramp available. A
special thanks goes to Ferrin Campbell, Jr.,
who, before his death worked diligently with
county planners to help make this project a
reality.

Helpful Information...

Pastor’s Email Address:
minister@fpc.gccoxmail.com

Office Email Address:
fpc@fpc.geccoxmail.com

Church Website:
www.firstpresbyterian-crestview.org

John Loos

The Broadhead’s
Tammy Becker
Jo Kublik

Randy Becker
Austin Myers
Angela Madden
Martin Courtney
The Shew’s

Phil Shew

Tom & Kay Miller
Carol Adkins
Marilyn Whipkey
The Whipkey’s
Dorothy Watts
Cole Conrad

The Courtney’s
Linda Williams

Braille Bible Donated

A complete set of the King James version
of the Bible in Braille has been donated to

the Crestview church.

If you know of

someone who would benefit from borrowing
this, please contact the church office.

People For Whom We Prayed

Purl Adams, Jr.

in July

May Allan

Susie Allen George Ankelein, Jr.
Lillian Ankelein Ernie Bradford
Mary Brown Carol Burns
McDonald Campbell Linda Chapman

Chelsea Clack
Gulf Oil Crisis
Jr. Howard
Howard Kelley
Faye May
Maggie Shelley
Monica Welch
Jerry Williams

Regina Greene-Wolf
Rogene Hasty

Exa Jordan

Adam Lynch
Sharon Schuler
Michael Walton
Ethel Williams
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presented by the Laurel Hill Presbyterian Church
and the Okaloosa Arts Alliance-North
6 ARSI

Saturday, October 23,2010

at the Laurel Hill Presbyterian Church

A fall festival of Northern Okaloosa County
visual and performing artisty

* Free registration for artists
*Visual and performing arts
* Open to student, amateur and
professional artists
* Free admission
* Refreshments
* Art opportunities

For more information or to register to perform or display,
contact Brian Hughes: brianh@crestviewbulletin.com
or Rae Schwartz: bakerny@yahoo.com

Graphic by Crestview artist Eliezer J. Nieves = 758.1 109 = www.cjnicves.com,
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Some Thoughts to Ponder...

V- ~ e stand before the world as fools. We are foolish enough to believe that Jesus is stronger and more
true than the way of the world. We rest secure in the knowledge that he has, and will, overcome. We are
called to be fools for Christ, a people saved by his cross and converted finally, by his resurrection. May
God convert us to such foolishness. ~ Jim Wallis

O ur first task in approaching another people, another culture, another religion, is to take off our
shoes, for the place is holy. Else we may find ourselves treading on people's dreams. More serious still,
we may forget that God was there before our arrival. ~ John V. Taylor

N- ~ e have a long, long way to go. So let us hasten along the road, the road of human tenderness and
generosity. Groping, we may find one another's hands in the dark. ~ Emily Green Balch



